
»-*y- 


A S I 

The caufc of his banifhment is unknown, becaufc he was 
unwilling to provoke the emperor, by aferibing it to any other 
reafon than what was pretended. Dryden. 

To this we may juftly aferibe thofe envies, jealoufies, and 
encroachments, which render mankind uneafy to one another. 

Rogers’s Sermons. 

2. To attribute to as a poffeffor, or fubftance receiving accidents. 
Thefe perfections mull be fomewhere, and therefore may 
much better be aferibed to God, in whom we fuppofc all other 
perfections to meet, than to any tiling elfe. Tillotj'on. 

Ascri'ption. n.f. [afriptio, Lat.J The act of aferibing. Did. 
Aslripti'tious. adj. [ aferiptitius , Lat.J That which is aferib- 
ed. Did. 

Ash. n.f. [ fraxinus , Lat. sepc, Saxon.] 

This tree hath pennated leaves, which end in an odd lobe. 
The male flowers, which grow at a remote dillance from the 
fruit, have no petals, but confift of many ftamina. The ovary 
becomes a feed veflcl, containing one feed at the bottom, fhaped 
like a bird’s tongue. The fpecies are, i. The common ajh 
tree. 2 . The llriped ajh. 3. The manna ajh, &c. The firft 
fort is a common timber tree in every part of England. The 
fecond is a variety of the firft. The third fort is fuppofed to 
be the tree from whence the true Calabrian manna is taken: 
The timber is of excellent ufe to the wheelwright and cart- 
wright. Millar . 

Let me twine 

Mine arms about that body, where againft 
My grained ajh an hundred times hath broke, 

And fear’d the moon with fplinters. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

With which of old he charm’d the favage train, 

And call’d the mountain ajhcs to the plain. Dryd. Silenus. 
Ash coloured, adj. [from ajh and colour.] Coloured between 
brown and grey, like the bark of an alhen branch. 

Clay, ajh coloured, was part of allratum which lay above the 
flrata of ftone. Woodward on Fojftls. 

Asha'med. adj. [from Jhame.] Touched with fhame ; gene- 
rally with of before the caufe of fliamc. 

Profefs publickly the dodlrinc of Jefus Chrift, not being a- 
Jhamcd of the word of God, or of any practices enjoined by it. 

Taylor s Holy Living. 
One wou’d have thought (he would have ftirr’d ; but flrove 
With modefty, and was ajham'd to move. Dryd. Fables. 
This I have fhadowed, that you may not be ajhamed of that 
hero, whofc protection you undertake. Dryd. Cong, of Gr. Ded. 
A'sHEN. adj. [from ajh. ] Made of a(h wood. 

At once he faid, and threw 

His ajhcn fpear ; which quiver’d as it flew. Dryden. 

A'shes. n.f. wants the fngular. [aj*ca, Sax. afehe , Dutch.] 

1. The remains of any thing burnt. 

Some relicks would be left of it, as when ajhes remain of 
burned bodies. Higby on Bodies. 

This late diffenfion, grown betwixt the peers. 

Burns under feigned ajhes of forg’d love. 

And will at laft break out into a flame. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Ajhes contain a very fertile fait, and are the bell manure for 
cold lands, if kept dry, that the rain doth not walh away their 
p a ] ti Mortimer's Husbandry. 

2. The remains of the body ; often ufed in poetry for the carcafe, 
from the ancient practice of burning the dead. 

Poor key-cold figure of a holy king! 

Pale ajhes of the houfe of Lancafter ! 

Thou bloodlefs remnant of that royal blood ! Shah. R. HI. 

To great Laertes I bequeath 
A talk of grief, his ornaments of death ; 

Left, when the fates his royal afies claim, 

The Grecian matrons taint my fpotlcfs name. Pope. 

Ashwednesday. n.f. The firft day of Lent, fo called from 
the ancient cuftom of fprinkling alhes on the head. 

A'shlar. n.f. [with mafons.] Freeftones as they come out of 
the quarry, of different lengths, breadths, and thickncfles. 
A'shlerikg. n.f. [with builders.] Quartering to tack to in 
garrets, about two foot and a half or three foot high, perpen- 
dicular to the floor, and reaching to the underfide of the raf- 
ters. Builder’s Did. 

Asho're. adv. [from a and Jhoref] 

1. On fhore; on the land. 

The poor Englilhman riding in the road, having all that he 
brought thither ajhore, would have been undone. Raleigh. 
Moor’d in a Chian creek, ajhore I went. 

And all the following night in Chios fpent. Addifon’s Ovid. 

2. To the Ihore ; to the land. 

We may as bootlefs fpend our vain command, 

As fend our precepts to the leviathan 
To come ajhore. Shakefp. Henry V. 

May thy billows rowl afore 

The beryl, and the golden ore. Milton's Comus. 

A'shweed. n.f. [from ajl) and weed.~\ An herb. 
pj$n y. adj. [from<7/7;.] Afh coloured; palej inclining to a whitilh 

grey. _ 

Oft have I feen a timely parted ghoft 
Of ajhy fcmblancc, meagre, pale, and bloodlefs. Sh. H. VI. 
Asi de, adv. (from a wAfdc.] 


ASK 

1. To one fide; out of the perpendicular direction. 

The Itorm rufli’d in, and Arcitc flood aghaft ; 

The flames were blown af.de , yet fhone they bright, 

Fann’d by the wind, and gave a ruftled light. Dryd, Fai l- 

2 . To another part; out of the true direction. 

He had no brother; which though it be a comfortable thin® 
for kings to have, yet it draweth the fiibjedts eyes a |j tt £ 
afde. Bacons Henry VlJ] 

3. From the company ; as, to fpeak afidc. 

He took him afde from the multitude. Mark,? j| .. 

A'sinary. adj. [afinarius, Lat.J Belonging to an afs. jjfJ 
A'sinine. adj. [from afntis, Lat.J Belonging to an afs. 

You (hall have more ado to drive our dulleft youth, our 
flocks and flubs, from fuch nurture, than we have now to halo 
our choiceft and hopefulleft wits to that aftnine feaft of f ow 
thiftles and brambles. Milt, on Education. 

To Ask. v. a. [aj-cian, Saxon.] 

1. To petition; to beg; fometimes with an accufative only 
fometimes with for. 

When thou doth ajk me blcjfmg , I’ll kneel down, 

And ajk of thee forgivenefs. Shakefp. King Lear. 

We have nothing elfe to ajk, but that 
Which you deny already : yet will afk. 

That, if we fail in ourrequeft, the blame 
May hang upon your hardnefs. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

My fon, haft thou finned ? do fo no more, but ajk pardon 
for thy former fins. Ecclus, xxi. 1. 

If he ajk for bread, will he give him a ftone ? Matt. vii. g. 

In long journies, ajk your matter leave to give ale to the 
horfes. Swift. 

2. To demand ; to claim ; as, to ajk a price for goods. 

Ajk me never fo much dowry and gift, and I will give ac- 
cording as ye fhall fay unto me : but give me the damfel to 
wife. Gen. xxxiv. 12. 

He faw his friends, who, whelm’d beneath the waves, 
Their funeral honours claim’d, and ajk' d their quiet graves. 

Dryden’ s J. Encid : 

3. To enquire ; to queftion; with for before the thing, and feme- 
times of before the perfon. 

Stand ye in the ways, and fee, and ajk for the old paths, 
whore is the good way, and walk therein, and ye fhall find reft 
for your fouls. Jcrem. vi. 16. 

For ajk now of the days that are paft, which were before 
thee, fince the day that God created man upon the earth, and 
ajk from the one fide of heaven unto the other, whether there 
hath been any fuch thing as this great thing is, or hath beta 
heard like it. Deut. iv. 32. 

O inhabitant of Aroer, ftand by the way and efpy, ajk him 
that flieth, and her that efcapcth, and fay, what is done ? 

Jeremiah, xlviii. 1 9. 

4. To enquire ; with aficr before the thing. 

He faid, wherefore is it that thou doll ajk after my name ? 
And he bleffed him there. Gencf.s, xxxii. 29. 

5. To require, as phyfically ncceffary. 

A lump of ore in the bottom of a mine will be ftirred by 
two men’s ftrength ; which, if you bring it to the top of the 
earth, will ajk fix men to ftir it. Bacon’s Natural HiJhrj. 

The adminiftration paffes into different hands at the end of 
two months, which contributes to difpatch : but any exigence 
of ftate ajks a much longer time to conduCt any defign to its 
maturity. Addifon’s Ran. on Italy. 

Ask, Ash, As, do all come from the Saxon aeyc, an afh tree. 

Gilfon's Camden, 

Askance. } adv ' Sidcwa >’ sj obIic l uel y- 

Zelmane, keeping a countenance ajkance, as flic underflood 
him not, told him, it became her evil. Sidney , b. I- 

His wannifh eyes upon them bent askance. 

And when he faw their labours well fucceed, 

He wept for rage, and threaten’d dire mifchance. 

Some fay, he bid his angels turn askance 
The poles of earth, twice ten degrees, and more, 

From the fun’s axle; they with labour pufh’d 
Oblique the ccntrick globe. Milton s Pai\ 

Aska'unt. adv. Obliquely; on one fide. 

At this Achilles roll’d his furious eyes. 

Fix’d on the king askaunt ; and thus replies, 

O, impudent. Dryden' s iM ■ 

Since the fpace, that lies on either fide 
The folar orb, is without limits wide. 

Grant that the fun had happen’d to prefer 
A feat askaunt , but one diameter : 

Loft to the light by that unhappy place. 

This globe had lain a frozen lonefome mafs. 

A'sker. n.f. [from ask.] 

1. Petitioner. 

Have you 

Ere now denied the csker? and, now again 
On him that did not afk, but mock, bellow . 

Your fu’d for tongues. Shakefp. Corio.anti ^ 

The greatnefs of the asker, and the fmallncfs of >he 1 n a 
asked, had bcenfufficient to enforce hk n quell. 
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2 ’ E Evc'ry 1 Wesker being finished, we may conclude, that all their 
conceptions of being in a place arc the fame. D’.gby of Bodies. 


eon- 


Asker .'n.f. A water newt. 

Aske'w. adv. [from a and skew.} Afide ; with contempt ; 
temptuoufly ; difilainfully. 

For when ye mildly look with lovely hue, ^ 

Then is my foul with life and love infpir’d : 

But when yelowrc, or look on me askew. 

Then do I die. . Spenfer, Sonnet v 11. 

Then take it, Sir, as it was writ. 

Nor look askew at what it faith ; 

There’s no petition in it. — 

To Asla'ke. v. a. [from a and fake, or fack.\ To remit; to 
mitigate ; to flacken. _ 

’'But this continual, cruel, civil war, 

No skill can flint, nor reafon can a fake. Spenfer, Son. xhv. 

Whilft fccking to afake thy raging fire. 

Thou in me kindled much more great defire. Spenfer. 

Asla'nt. adv. [from a and fant.] Obliquely ; on one fide ; 
not perpendicularly. 

There is a willow grows afant a brook. 

That (hews his hoar leaves in the glaily ftream. Sh. Hamlet. 

He fell ; the fluft 

Drove through his neck afant ; he fpurns the ground. 

And the foul iffues through the wcazon’s wound. Dryden. 

Afant the dew-bright earth, and colour’d air. 

He looks in boundlefs majefty abroad. Thmfon’s Summer, 

Asle'ep. adv. [from <? and fccp.\ 

1. Sleeping; at reft. 

How many thoufands of my pooreft fubjedts 
Are at this hour afieep ! O gentle fleep, 

Nature’s foft nurfe, how have I frighted thee ! Sh. FI. IV . 

The diligence of trade, and noifeful gain. 

And luxury more late afleep were laid : 

All was the night’s, and, in her ftlent reign. 

No found the reft of nature did invade. Dryden’ s Ann. M. 

There is no difference between a perfon afleep, and in an 
apoplexy, but that the one can be awaked, and the other can- 
not. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

2, To fleep. 

If a man watch too long, it is odds but he will fall afeep. 

Bacon’s EJJ'ays. 

Thus done the tales, to bed they creep. 

By whifpering winds foon lull’d afeep. Milton’s l’ Allegro. 

Aslo'pe. adv. [from a and fope.] With declivity ; obliquely ; 
not perpendicularly. 

Set them not upright, but a fope, a reafonable depth under the 
ground . Bacons Nat. Hijlory , N° 4 z 5 . 

The curfc ajlope 

Glanc’d on the ground ; with labour I mull earn 
My bread : what harm ? Idlenefs had been worfe : 

My labour will fuftain me. Milt. Par. Lojl, b. x. 

The knight did ftoop. 

And fate on further fide afope. Hudibras. 

Aso'matous. adj. [from x, priv. and cuyM, a body.] Incorpo- 
real, or without a body. 

Asp. 7 n.f. [ajpis, Lat.J A kind of ferpent, whole poifon 

A'spick. J is fo dangerous and quick in its operation, that it 
kills without a poflibility of applying any remedy. It is faid 
to be very fmall, and peculiar to Egypt and Lybia. Thofe that 
are bitten by it, die within three hours ; and the manner of 
their dying being by fleep and lethargy, without any pain, 
Cleopatra chofe it, as the eafteft way of difpatching herfelf. 

Calmet. 

High-minded Cleopatra, that with ftroke 
Of ajp’s fling, herfelf did kill. Fairy bjheeen, b. i. 

Scorpion, and afp, and amphifbaena dire, 

AnJ dipfas. Milton’s Par. Lojl, b. x. 

Asp. n.f A tree. See Aspen. 

ASPALATHUS. n.f. [Latin.] 

1 . A plant called the role of Jcrufalem, or our lady’s rofe. 

2. The wood of a prickly tree, heavy, oleaginous, fomewhat 
fharp and bitter to the tafte, and anciently in much repute as an 
aftringent, but now little ufed. I here are four kinds of this 
wood ; the firft of the colour of box, hard, folid, heavy, and 
fmclling like rofes ; which is therefore called rofewood. The 
fccond, red like yew, and of a very agreeable fincll. The third, 
hard, twilled, knotty, of a rank fincll, like that of a goat, and 
a difagrecable tafte. 1 he fourth has an afli coloured bark, and 
the wood is of a purple dye. Afpalathus affords an oil of ad- 
mirable feent, reputed one' of the belt perfumes. Chambers. 

I gave a fweet fmell like cinnamon and afpalathus , and I 
yielded a pleafant odour like the belt myrrh. Ecclus, xxiv. 1 c. 

AsPa'ragus. n.f. [Lat.J The name of a plant. It has a ro- 
iaceous flower of fix leaves, placed orbicularly, out of whofe 
center riles the pointed, which turns to a foft globular berry, 
full of hard feeds. 1 he leaves are finely cut. The fpccies are 

twelve, of which ali but the two firft are exoticks. 1 Gar- 
den a/t - • ' 
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next year they fhould be planted out; the third fpring, after 
planting, they may be begun to be cut, and, by proper manage- 
ment, a plot of afparagus may be continued ten or twelve years 
in cutting. The fecond fort grows wild in fomc parts, but, 
producing flender fhoots, it is rarely cultivated. Millar. 

Afparagus aftedts the urine with a fetid fmell, efpecially if 
cut when they are white ; and therefore have been fiifpcclcd 
by fome phyficians, as not friendly to the kidneys ; when they 
are older, and begin to ramify, they lofe this quality ; but then 
they are not fo agreeable. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

A'SPECT. n.f. [ajpeflus, Lat. It appears anciently to have been 
pronounced with the accent on the laft fyllable, which is now 
placed on the firft.] 

1. Look; air; appearance. 

I have prefented the tongue under a double afpcl 7 , fuch as 
may juftify the definition, that it is the belt and worft part. 

Government of the Tongue. 
They are both, in my judgment, the image or pidture ot a 
great ruin, and have die true afpett of a world lying in its lub- 
bilh. Burnet’s Theory of the Earth, 

2 . Countenance ; look. 

Fairer than faireft, in his faining eye, 

Whofe foie afpefl he counts felicity. Spenf. Hymn on Love. 

Thofe eyes of thine from mine have drawn fait tears, 
Sham’d their afpcEls with ftore of childifh drops. Sh. R. III. 

I am fearful : wherefore frowns he thus ? 

’Tis his ajped of terrour. All’s not well. Sh. Richard III. 

Yet had his afped nothing of fevere. 

But fuch a face as promis’d him fincere. Dryden s Fables , 

Then fhall thy Craggs (and let me call him mine) 

On the caft ore another Pollio fliine ; 

With afpetl open fhall eredt his head. Pope. 

3. Glance ; view ; adt of beholding. 

When an envious or an amorous afped doth infedt the fpi- 
rits of another, there is joined both affedlion and imagination. 

Bacon’s Natural Hijl. N° 908, 
The fetting fun 

Slowly defeended ; and with right afp c El 
Againft the eaftern gate of paradife, 

Levell’d his ev’ning rays. Paradife Lojl , b. iv. 

4. Diredtion towards any point ; view ; pofition. 

I have built a ftrong wall, faced to the fouth afped with 
brick. Swift’s Lajl Will, 

5. Difpofttion of any thing to fometiiing elfe ; relation. 

Fhe light got from the oppofite arguings of men of parts, 
fhewing the different fides of things, and their various afpedls 
and probabilities, would be quite loft, if every one were obliged 
to affent to, and fay after the fpeaker. Locke , 

6. Difpofttion of a planet to other planets. 

There’s fome ill planet reigns, 

I mud be patient till the heavens look 
With an afpebf more favourable. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 
Not unlike that which aftrologers call a conjundtion of pla- 
nets, of no very benign afpeEl the one to the other. Wotton, 
To the blank moon 

Her office they preferib’d : to th’ other five 
Their planetary motions, and afpefls , 

In fextile, fquarc, and trine, and oppofite. Paradife Lojl ; 

Why does not every fingle ftar ftied a feparate influence, and 
have afpefis with other liars of their own conftcllation ? 


Happy in their miftake, thofe people whom 
The northern pole afpcEls ; whom fear of death 
(The greateft of all human fears) ne’er moves. Tempi 
Aspectable. adj. [ afpedlabilis , Lat.J Vifible; being the ob 
jedt of fight. 

He was the foie caufe of this afpefiable and perceivable uni 
VCr ,p ’ ,. . Raleigh's Hijl. of the Work 

1 ° u(e of ^forming us what is in this afpeelable world 
we fhall find the eye well fitted. R ay on Creation 

As pe c i ion. n.f. [from ajpedl."] Beholding; view. 

A Moorifh queen, upon afpedion of the pidture of Andro 
meda, conceived and brought forth a fair one. Brown’s V. En 
Aspen, or Asp. n.f. [efpe, Dutch ; ajp, Dan. epj-e, trembling 
oax. bonnier.] See Poplar, of which it is a fpecies. Th 
leaves of this tree always tremble. 

The afpen or afp tree hath leaves much the fame with th 
poplar, (inly much fmaller, and not fo white. Mortim. Hust 
1 he builder oak foie king of forefts all. 

The afpen, good for ftatues, the cvprefs funeral. Stenfl-i 
Aspen, adj. [from afp or afpen . ] ' 1 J ~ 

1. Belonging to the afp tree. 

Oh ! had the monfter feen thofe lily hands 
Tremble like afpen leaves upon a lute. Shak. Telus Andrtn 
No gale difturbs the trees. 

Nor afpen leaves confcfs the gentlcfl breeze. G 

2. Made of afpen wood. ~ ■ 
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